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Unde�ned Area
  While the municipal areas nearby refer to Sunalta, Scarboro, 
Shaganappi Point, and even a combined West 
Sunalta/Scarboro neighbourhood, the property falls between 
the de�nitions of these areas.

The only ARP that refers to any of the property physically, is 
the Sunalta Commercial Corridor designation. This applies 
strictly to the lower, steeper edge of the site.

The northern edge of the property is listed in the MyProperty 
tool as Residential Single Family Contextual, but no ARP is 
assigned.

This has led to a situation where some of the adjoining   have 
uno�cially claimed ownership or stewardship of the area by 
building past their property lines, landscaping, adding 
property, or even extending their fences.



Assignment 2A-
OMA - Maison a 
Bordeaux Presentation
with Tania Castillo-Pelayo

On OMA’s iconic residence for the 
Lemoine family, this presentation 
involved researching the firm. We 
examined the team, concurrencies 
and influences that helped to 
shape the project.

Maison à Bordeaux/House Lemoîne

1993 - 1997

Rem Koolhaas
born as Remko L. Olhaas

Jeanne Gang

Project Team

http://chicagomag.com/images/2012/0312/100mostpowerful/100-Most-Power-
ful-053-Jeanne-Gang.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rem_Koolhaas#/media/File:Rem_Kool-
haas_1987.jpg

http://oma.eu/partners/chris-van-duijn

Erik Schotte

Vincent Coste

Chris Dondorp
Julien Monfort
Bill Price
Oliver Schütte
Jeroen Thomas
Arup Partners

Chris van Duijn Yo Yamagata


Studio Gang Yo Yamagata
 Architects

LIAG Architects

Vincent Coste 
Architecte

OMA / MOA
Principal

Project Lead
OMA Asia
Principal

http://oma.eu/projects/maison-a-bordeaux

Believe in a collaborative 
work environment

List all contributors that had a 
hand in the project

A team of minds designs, not 
a “lone starchitect”







Maarten van Severen
Raf de Preter
Vincent de Rijk
Michel Régaud
Robert-Jan van Santen
Gerard Couillandeau
Inside Outside

https://media.glassdoor.com/sqll/594161/office-for-metropolitan-architecture-oma-squarelogo-1426756165737.png

Client

Jean-François   & Hélène  Lemoîne
 Husband     Wife

http://www.ijba-anciens.fr/L-IUT-inaugure-la-salle-Jean-Francois-Lemoine.html

http://images.sudouest.fr/2014/08/29/57ebc29b66a4bd6726a474fc/widescreen/1000x500/jean-francois-lemoine-est-decede-a-l-age-de-57-ans-en-fevrier-2001.jpg

- wanted to build a house for family of 5
- adapted because of his near death in auto accident
- requested a design to accommodate quadriplegic   
 wheelchair mobility
- desired a complex structure by design



Lemoîne Family - Sud Ouest Group Dynasty

1984-91

1992

Maison à 
Bordeaux

Precedent

1993

1997

http://www.archdaily.com/448320/ad-classics-villa-dall-ava-oma/528190a6e8e44ee46e000130-ad-classics-villa-dall-ava-oma-photo#_=_

Villa dall'Ava / OMA / Paris

http://oma.eu/projects/the-image-of-europe

European Community 
Free Trade Zone

Parc Andre Citroen
(Largest European Park in a century)

http://europeantrips.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/
Parc-Andr%C3%A9-Citro%C3%ABn-Baloon.jpg

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/5b/92/ef/5b92ef7622670b3dbd5960a898d43191--frank-lloyd-wright-dream-houses.jpg

Laurent House - FLW1952

Instead of building a one story house, 
OMA built a three houses and spaces 
that other could not reach except for 
the husband in his wheelchair, eg. the 
wine cellar and the bookcases in the 
middle of the house.

“We obviously start with the conceptual model of the
building and it can easily go until, I don’t know, 30-50
models.” “Ole” - Made by OMA, Albena Yaneva

By T. Alex Tassioulas.

By Tania Castillo-Pelayo.

Content (magazine): “Triumph of Realization”. Koolhaas, Rem. Subsection: “Patents of Modernization.” p 81.



The Site

-Located in Floirac on a hill 5 km from Bordeaux, France. 
-In this area buildings cannot exceed 9m above ground and cannot have bright colors 
that make them visible from the valley of Bordeaux.

Thus, materials must blend into the lanscape. Perhaps the only use of “color” is the mid-
dle section of the house made of glass which would project light during nightime hours.

Google Maps. 2017. Floirac, France. Retrieved from www.google.ca/
maps/@44.8252785,-0.5245851,14z

El Croquis, N. 131/132 (Issue Doble) OMA [I]. 1996-2006 p. 90, 

El Croquis, N. 131/132 (Issue Doble) OMA [I].1996-2006. pp 91, 93.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/ar/a/a7/RoyalGold-
Medal%28c%29RIBA_261x347.jpg

1998 2001
2000 2002 2004

2003

Influence

1993

1997

Maison à 
Bordeaux

TIME Magazine: 
"Best Design of 1998."

Prix de l’Équerre d’argent 
d’Architecture du Moniteur

“The Best House in the World, Ever.”

Jean-François passes away Praemium Imperiale (Japan)

Pritzker PrizeAMO founded
Placed on Historic Monuments 
register of France

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=38848950

http://www.theeast.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/4184.jpg

RIBA Royal Gold Medal

1999

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lo-
go_monument_historique_-_noir.svghttps://www.pinterest.se/pin/557390891363023811/

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/arti-
cle/0,9171,989883,00.html

Ibid. 

https://www.lesechos.fr/03/12/1998/
LesEchos/17787-142-ECH_les-prix-d-archi-

tecture-du---moniteur---1998.htm

1995
1995 1996

1997

https://www.tumblr.com/search/bodone

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/489273946996124595/

Concurrent Maison à Bordeaux

1994 1994

http://www.bechtel.com/getmedia/6b3d24cc-6fa2-4d93-9062-60a005c828ac/142092-bechtel-channel-tunnel

The Channel is finished1993
Alexander Bodon, 
Dutch Architect, dies 
(RAI Amsterdam)

http://cja.org/cja/img/original/Bosnia_Mostar.jpg

Rwandan War /
Genocide Ends

S, M, L, XL

Kyoto Protocol signed

Comet Hale-Bopp 96-97

http://slideplayer.com/slide/8399284/26/images/7/Kyoto+Protocol+Countries.jpg

Bosnian War / Genocide Ends

http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSpK8ZBJnsqg_7aB-
SOwQYrH-hF3N9Nhoqlljncm338i7vYFeTWV

-Surrounded by an English-style park, get a 180 º view of the city and the river.

https://en.wikiarquitectura.com/building/house-in-bordeaux/#lg=1&slide=7

Readings

El Croquis, N. 131/132 (Issue Doble) OMA [I].1996-2006

Böck, Ingrid. “Six Canonical Projects by Rem Koolhaas: Essays 
on the History of Ideas.” 2015, jovis Verlag GmbH.

Albena, Yaneva. “Made by the Office for Metropolitan Architecture: 
An Ethnography of Design.” 010 Publishers, Rotterdam 2009.

https://en.wikiarquitectura.com/building/house-in-bordeaux/ . Accessed Sep 25, 2017.

http://architectuul.com/architecture/maison-a-bordeaux. Accessed Sep 25, 2017

OMA website. http://oma.eu/. Accessed Sep 25, 2017

Content (magazine): “Triumph of Realization”. Koolhaas, Rem (Editor-in-chief). 
First published by Taschen GMBH, 2004. 



Assignment 2B-
OMA - Maison a 
Bordeaux Analysis
with Tania Castillo-Pelayo

Following the previous project, 
this analysis presentation was 
developed by closely working 
the presentation material into a 
workable explanatory format. We 
added in drawings and technical 
diagrams to better explain the 
layout and feel of the home.

  Tania Castillo-Pelayo
T. Alex Tassioulas
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN 

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN 

ORIGINAL B+W AXONOMETRIC 
SKETCH BY REM KOOLHAAS

Force Resolution within 
the Machine Aesthetic

The machine aesthetic was a vision for the 
future integration of machine-made parts 
into construction by Le Corbusier.

Le Corbusier tried to make the machine 
aesthetic the design for Villa Savoye. The 
technology during his time, however, 
limited his choices to the point that he had 
to integrate some more traditional 
components; Maison â Bordeaux takes 
Corbusian ideals to a telos.

The machine aesthetic, as it applies to 
Villa Savoye and Maison â Bordeaux, 
incorporates design for 3 effects:

    1. Machine made parts
    2. Machines as a part of everyday life
    3. Structure as a “machine for living”

Materials and Procession

Parti

Corbusier, Koolhaus and 
the Machine Aesthetic

N

EAST-WEST SECTION (HOUSE, COURTYARD, GUEST HOUSE)

NORTH-SOUTH SECTION (HOUSE)
PRIVATE SPACE

PUBLIC / COMMUNAL SPACE

FEMALE SPACE

Maison â Bordeaux has a very unequally programmed 
plan, most noticeably observed and explained by the 
father’s need for a wheelchair. As the chairman of a 
media empire, he needed rapid access to transportation 
and spaces to be alone within the home.

Private Spaces and 
Ownership Inequality

Public - Private Divide

Maison â Bordeaux is incomplete 
without the heart of the house- the 
mobile platform. Even with the father's 
passing, the platform is still an integral 
place in the house.

Completeness and 
Purpose

Circulation Diagram
Movement of the father

Movement of the wife and 3 children

MAIN FLOOR PLAN 
“Courtyard House”

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
“Floating Bunker”

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN 
“Invisible Socle”

Koolhaus References: House in Bordeaux , https://en.wikiarquitectura.com/building/house-in-bordeaux/

MAIN FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

MOBILE PLATFORM
“The heart of the house”

provides wheel chair access
through every floor

MALE SPACE
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ORIGINAL B+W AXONOMETRIC 
SKETCH BY REM KOOLHAAS

Close-ups of important 
contributions to the work.

Assignment 2A-
Analysis Examples



Assignment 3A-
Site Analysis

with Neil Borstmayer

Using a variety of methods,
Neil and I represented the site 
conditions apparent to us via 
circulation, land use, activity 
patterns and site elements.

N

SHAGANAPPI POINT

FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

SITE ANALYSIS

The neighbourhood is located in Calgary, in an area 
commonly referred to by locals as Shaganappi Point. The 
neighbourhood is actually at the con�uence of three areas: 
Sunalta, Scarboro, Shaganappi Point.

The immediate focus of the neighbourhood is residential, 
with excellent transit connectivity to shopping areas and the 
core.Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

$ ?
Shaganappi ARP

Scarboro ARP

Sunalta Commercial Corridor 

NEIGHBOURHOOD LAND USE

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

Unde�ned Area
  While the municipal areas nearby refer to Sunalta, Scarboro, 
Shaganappi Point, and even a combined West 
Sunalta/Scarboro neighbourhood, the property falls between 
the de�nitions of these areas.

The only ARP that refers to any of the property physically, is 
the Sunalta Commercial Corridor designation. This applies 
strictly to the lower, steeper edge of the site.

The northern edge of the property is listed in the MyProperty 
tool as Residential Single Family Contextual, but no ARP is 
assigned.

This has led to a situation where some of the adjoining   have 
uno�cially claimed ownership or stewardship of the area by 
building past their property lines, landscaping, adding 
property, or even extending their fences.

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

SITE ELEMENTS

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

Bicycles are the prime focus of the space, but 
challenges users through the slope. Some users give 
up instead of using their lowest gears, and walk up the 
site.

An existing bicycle pathway loop that existed at an 
even steeper slope has been removed, regraded and 
grassed over.

Motor vehicle accesses the site at the periphery, with 
the exception of golf carts for the nearby Shaganappi 
Golf Course, which crosses the site and pathways.

MORE VEHICLES THAN MOST SPACES

PATTERNS OF ACTIVITY

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

Unclaimed Spaces, Many Uses
The City’s decision to place a graded, well-maintained 
pathway for cyclists has inadvertently provided spaces for 
unintended activities.

Beyond pathway uses of walking and cycling, site users have 
started de�ning for their own purposes.

Wild animals use the space as a small reserve and intrusive 
connection to the other spaces city.

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

While the number of cyclists on site are quite high, the most common 
form of movement is pedestrian. The pathway, and a few heavily 
sloped areas near the base of the site are used most for this. 

A lookout point on the top of the blu� is accessible by foot only.

Other areas are engaged by limited tra�c, and mostly by local 
residents trying to access the rear of their properties, but some small, 
winding paths with no conclusive destination can be found.

Most Walked Site



Close-ups of important 
contributions to the work.

Topography v.2

Assignment 3A-
Analysis Examples !

!

Vehicles People and Pets Add-ons
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Shaganappi ARP
Scarboro ARP

Sunalta Commercial Corridor 

NEIGHBOURHOOD LAND USE

Neal Borstmeyer & Alex Tassioulas

Unde�ned Area
  While the municipal areas nearby refer to Sunalta, Scarboro, 
Shaganappi Point, and even a combined West 
Sunalta/Scarboro neighbourhood, the property falls between 
the de�nitions of these areas.

The only ARP that refers to any of the property physically, is 
the Sunalta Commercial Corridor designation. This applies 
strictly to the lower, steeper edge of the site.

The northern edge of the property is listed in the MyProperty 
tool as Residential Single Family Contextual, but no ARP is 
assigned.

This has led to a situation where some of the adjoining   have 
uno�cially claimed ownership or stewardship of the area by 
building past their property lines, landscaping, adding 
property, or even extending their fences.



Assignment 3B-
Site Pavilion
A pavilion designed to emphasize the 
wind and views of the less densified 
areas of the city.

T  T
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Site Plan
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Pavilion Floor Plan
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T. Alex Tassioulas

1 : 50
Pavillion Long Section

3

1 : 50
Private Space Section

4

Level 3 Pit

950500

Level 1 Pit
948280

Level 1 Platform
949000

Level 2 Platform
949400

Level 3 Platform
949800

Level 2 Pit
949620

Level 3 Pit
950500

Level 1 Pit
948280

The closeness of the vehicles 
combined with the noise makes 
the roadway pronounce itself on 
the site strongly.

Desireable Views

Some views on site focus on the 
industry of the city at a distance, 
removing it from the consider-
ation except at a remote level. 

Downtown

Crowchild 
(towards downtown)

Crowchild 
(beyond the river)

Memorial

Bow River

Note: This data was gathered 
from Ellen Odegaard. I have reinterpreted 
and redrawn the data to suit my needs. 

Sound Intrusion 
by Severity

The site is distant or 

roadways but sound intrusion is 
accentuated by the elevated 
nature of Crowchild Trail. 

Sound Intrusion:
 Wind Cover

Sound Intrusion 

The site has a great semi-natural 
feel, thanks to the wind-blown 
grasses and shimmering 
deciduous trees. The primarily 
northwestern wind blowing 
through the trees creates a sound 

Highest

Lowest

Acceptable

Midgrade

Note: This data was gathered 
from Tania Castillo. I have reinterpreted 
and redrawn the data to suit my needs. 

Highest

Lowest

Inadequate

T. Alex Tassioulas
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Level 1 Platform
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950500

Level 1 Pit
948280





Assignment 4
Incubator Home
A home designed on the same site to 
take advantage of views and natural 
privacy afforded to the site.
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Along a stretch of cyclist passageway, on a recovering quarry between the 
intersection of the Shaganappi Point and Scarboro/Sunalta West communities in 
Calgary, lies the Incubator Home. 

Rising above a moderately inclined section of a steeply sloped site, the Incubator 
Home combines the needs of investors, designers and entrepreneurs requiring a 
work-live arrangement within a short distance of Calgary’s CBD. With its 
structured views, pastoral setting, and collaboration focused arrangements, the 
home allows people to integrate their passions for business.

The home is a space for developing business opportunities while still providing 
real home amenities for extended brainstorming periods. The focal point of the 
house is the business incubator space, central to the home and integral to its daily 
use, the space where the clients can explore their options or argue their positions 
on product development, investing strategies, or software design. 

Clad in wood and gypsum over polished concrete, this hard-wearing space, 
furnished with a media wall is the heart and dynamic hearth of the home. The 
residential areas push off into different tones and materials: sleek black steel for 
the upper-level resident, and soft wooden spaces for the lower-level occupant.

T T
T. Alex Tassioulas

sapling tree line deciduous tree line coniferous tree line

Set back from the eastern treeline, 
the house offers pathways for 
neighbours and pedestrians to walk 
around without denying the 
occupants their privacy. While the 
dynamic space is the focus, the 
subsidiary spaces include 
sufficiently-sized private areas as 
retreats and decompression and 
work spaces, such as a dedicated 
computer/server room, a physical 
workshop, and a rooftop patio space.

Incubator Home

The Incubator Home provides a relaxing, 
thoughtful yet spartan space for businesspeople 
of varying minds and inclinations to work and live.
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Along a stretch of cyclist passageway, on a recovering quarry between the 
intersection of the Shaganappi Point and Scarboro/Sunalta West communities in 
Calgary, lies the Incubator Home. 

Rising above a moderately inclined section of a steeply sloped site, the Incubator 
Home combines the needs of investors, designers and entrepreneurs requiring a 
work-live arrangement within a short distance of Calgary’s CBD. With its 
structured views, pastoral setting, and collaboration focused arrangements, the 
home allows people to integrate their passions for business.

The home is a space for developing business opportunities while still providing 
real home amenities for extended brainstorming periods. The focal point of the 
house is the business incubator space, central to the home and integral to its daily 
use, the space where the clients can explore their options or argue their positions 
on product development, investing strategies, or software design. 

Clad in wood and gypsum over polished concrete, this hard-wearing space, 
furnished with a media wall is the heart and dynamic hearth of the home. The 
residential areas push off into different tones and materials: sleek black steel for 
the upper-level resident, and soft wooden spaces for the lower-level occupant.

T T
T. Alex Tassioulas

sapling tree line deciduous tree line coniferous tree line

Set back from the eastern treeline, 
the house offers pathways for 
neighbours and pedestrians to walk 
around without denying the 
occupants their privacy. While the 
dynamic space is the focus, the 
subsidiary spaces include 
sufficiently-sized private areas as 
retreats and decompression and 
work spaces, such as a dedicated 
computer/server room, a physical 
workshop, and a rooftop patio space.

Built FormMentee’s Material Form Mentor’s Material Form
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Along a stretch of cyclist passageway, on a recovering quarry between the 
intersection of the Shaganappi Point and Scarboro/Sunalta West communities in 
Calgary, lies the Incubator Home. 

Rising above a moderately inclined section of a steeply sloped site, the Incubator 
Home combines the needs of investors, designers and entrepreneurs requiring a 
work-live arrangement within a short distance of Calgary’s CBD. With its 
structured views, pastoral setting, and collaboration focused arrangements, the 
home allows people to integrate their passions for business.

The home is a space for developing business opportunities while still providing 
real home amenities for extended brainstorming periods. The focal point of the 
house is the business incubator space, central to the home and integral to its daily 
use, the space where the clients can explore their options or argue their positions 
on product development, investing strategies, or software design. 

Clad in wood and gypsum over polished concrete, this hard-wearing space, 
furnished with a media wall is the heart and dynamic hearth of the home. The 
residential areas push off into different tones and materials: sleek black steel for 
the upper-level resident, and soft wooden spaces for the lower-level occupant.
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sapling tree line deciduous tree line coniferous tree line

Set back from the eastern treeline, 
the house offers pathways for 
neighbours and pedestrians to walk 
around without denying the 
occupants their privacy. While the 
dynamic space is the focus, the 
subsidiary spaces include 
sufficiently-sized private areas as 
retreats and decompression and 
work spaces, such as a dedicated 
computer/server room, a physical 
workshop, and a rooftop patio space.

Along a stretch of cyclist passageway, on a recovering 
quarry between the intersection of the Shaganappi Point 
and Scarboro/Sunalta West communities in Calgary, lies the 
Incubator Home. 

Rising above a moderately inclined section of a steeply 
sloped site, the Incubator Home combines the needs of 
investors, designers and entrepreneurs requiring a work-live 
arrangement within a short distance of Calgary’s CBD. With its 
structured views, pastoral setting, and collaboration focused 
arrangements, the Incubator Home allows people to integrate 
their passions for business.

The home is a space for developing business opportunities 
while still providing real home amenities for extended 
brainstorming periods. The focal point of the house is the 
incubator space, central to the home and integral to its daily 
use, the space where the clients can explore their options 
or argue their positions on product development, investing 
strategies, or software design. Clad in wood and gypsum 
over polished concrete, this hard-wearing space, furnished 
with a media wall is the heart and dynamic hearth of the 
home. The residential areas push off into different tones and 
materials: sleek black steel for the upper-level resident, and 
soft wooden spaces for the lower-level occupant.

Set back from the eastern treeline, the house offers pathways 
for neighbours and pedestrians to walk around without 
denying the occupants their privacy. While the dynamic 
space is the focus, the subsidiary spaces include sufficiently-
sized private areas as retreats and decompression and work 
spaces, such as a dedicated computer/server room, a physical 
workshop, and a rooftop patio space.
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